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The Animal Behavior So-
ciety is giving its most pres-
tigious award to UT zoology 
professor Mike Ryan in rec-
ognition of an “outstanding 
career in animal behavior,” 
according to the society’s 
February newsletter.
Ryan will receive the 2017 
Distinguished Animal Be-
haviorist Award, which is the 
highest award in the field, ac-
cording to ABS president Wil-
liam Searcy. Ryan has taught 
in the College of Natural Sci-
ences since 1984 and is the 
Clark Hubbs Regents Profes-
sor in Zoology in the Depart-
ment of Integrative Biology.
Jonathan Pruitt, a profes-
sor at the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Barbara, nom-
inated Ryan for the award. 
Pruitt said there was more 
competition for the award this 
year than any other year he’s 
been involved with ABS, and 
he is surprised Ryan didn’t re-
ceive this award earlier. 
“Mike Ryan is one of these 
people that thinks about what 
could be possible, and then 
does it,” Pruitt said. “He’s man-
aged to recruit fabulous stu-
dents who he turns into fabu-
lous scientists. You can’t go to 
an animal behavior meeting or 
conference without bumping 
into his students all over the 
place or people who he’s influ-
enced positively. Not only has 
he had a successful career, but 
he’s spawned some of the most 
broadly appreciated, respect-
ed names in our discipline 
as well.”
Caitlin Leslie is an ecolo-
gy, evolution and behavior 
Ph.D. candidate who works 
with Ryan. Leslie said Ryan 
deserves the award because of 
his dedication and influence 
in the field. 
“He’s incredibly hardwork-
ing and incredibly dedicated, 
which, as kind of a young 
scientist, is really admirable,” 
Leslie said. “He’s very kind 
and very thoughtful, and as 
a graduate student, you defi-
nitely feel like he’s got your 
back and he’s kind of taking 
care of you, so he’s a very 
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Alejandrina Guzman shat-
tered a glass ceiling March 
9 when she became the first 
Latina student body president 
at UT, as well as the first phys-
ically differently abled student 
body president in the Big 12 
— and she’s ready to build a 
legacy for her successors.
“It’s a domino effect,” said 
Guzman, a Mexican-Ameri-
can studies and government 
senior. “I think about the past 
and all the people that have 
worked so hard for people in 
the future like me to even get 
an opportunity to do this.”
Guzman knew she want-
ed to make a difference when 
she wasn’t accepted into a so-
rority in fall 2014. Guzman 
said she heard the organiza-
tion couldn’t handle someone 
wheelchair-bound. A year lat-
er, Guzman rushed the soror-
ity again, dropping the day of 
her acceptance, and was invit-
ed to join the Hispanic Student 
Association three days later.
“That was kind of eye-open-
ing because that was discrim-
ination,” Guzman said. “The 
thing that hit me the most 
was both fall 2014 and fall 
2015 (semesters), because I 
felt devalued, I felt like I wasn’t 
good enough, and from then, 
I was like, ‘I don’t want other 
students to feel like that.’”
Guzman said she plans to 
set the tone of open-minded-
ness and inclusiveness on her 
first day in office.
“We want to make sure that 
on that first day, we publicize a 
lot of all the support that’s out 
there,” Guzman said. “This 
will inspire and motivate other 
students to go for it and to pur-
sue their passions, know their 
dreams are absolutely valid 
and that they’re not alone.”
Student vice president-elect 
Micky Wolf, Plan II and busi-
ness honors junior, said Guz-
man’s personality, her ability to 
uplift others and the way she 
spreads positivity are her most 
unique aspects.
“The way that she carries 
herself while still carrying 
such a weight is unbelievably 
impressive and inspiring,” 
Wolf said. “She understands 
it’s not about her. It’s about 
everybody that down the line 
will hopefully have a greater 
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Student body president-elect Alejandrina Guzman hopes to set a welcoming and inclusive tone on her first day in office. Guz-
man is the first Latina president at UT and the first physically differently abled student body president in the Big 12.
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Several bills proposing 
various plans to raise the 
minimum wage in Texas 
were heard by a House of 
Representatives commit-
tee Monday, but members 
did not vote on any of 
the bills. 
Nineteen states have 
increased their minimum 
wages within the past 
year, but Texas — which 
has a minimum wage of 
$7.25 an hour — has yet to 
pass legislation that would 
allow this. The feder-
al minimum wage, also 
$7.25, has not increased 
since 2009. 
Three bills present-
ed during the committee 
hearing would raise the 
minimum wage to $15, 
while two bills would 
increase it to $10.10. 
Additionally, two bills 
would give cities and 
counties the authori-
ty to establish their own 
minimum wages.
Supporters claim these 
bills would help people 
provide for themselves 
and their families. Of the 
approximately 2.4 mil-
lion Texans who would 
benefit from a minimum 
wage increase, 60 percent 
are between the ages of 
25 and 54, according to 
a report by the left-lean-
ing Center for Public 
Policy Priorities.
“We think this is for the 
people — it gives the peo-
ple a chance to improve 
their lives,” said Yannis 
Banks, legislative liaison 
at Texas NAACP. “This 
A proposal to reduce the 
cost associated with acquir-
ing or renewing a handgun 
license is headed to the Sen-
ate floor after being unani-
mously approved Monday 
by the Senate Committee on 
State Affairs. 
Senate Bill 16, authored 
by state Sen. Robert Nich-
ols, R-Jacksonville, would 
reduce the initial cost for ob-
taining a handgun license to 
$40. Currently, it costs $140 
to obtain a license.
Nichols said the bill 
would allow people to exer-
cise their constitutional right 
to carry a firearm. He said 
the fee is currently an undue 
burden on people applying 
for a handgun license. 
“This would take Texas 
from one of the highest fees 
in the nation to one of the 
lowest fees in the nation,” 
Nichols said.
Nichols said only two 
states currently have a high-
er fee: Illinois and Arkansas. 
The bill would also re-
duce the cost of renewing a 
Latino students found 
a safe space Monday 
to discuss communi-
ty empowerment and 
self-identity during a 
workshop at the Latino 
Leadership Institute.
Ilse Colchado, ra-
dio-television-film and 
Mexican American stud-
ies sophomore, pre-
sented on self-identity 
during the workshop. 
After attending the in-
stitute’s events last year, 
Colchado said she be-
came passionate about 
Latino issues and be-
came a presenter for this 
year’s programming.
Colchado said she was 
inspired by discussing 
the struggles of Latinos 
at a retreat with other UT 
students last year.
“I felt that I resonated 
with a lot of the issues we 
were talking about, espe-
cially with representation 
in Student Government 
and representation in 
media, and I finally felt 
at home,” Colchado said. 
“I finally felt safe to talk 
about these issues. The 
reason I want to talk 
about identity is because 
sometimes students are 
in the same shoes I was 
in last year when I didn’t 
know how to talk about 
these issues and how 
to have other people be 
aware of my racial or 
ethnic background.”
The student-led event, 
hosted by Latino Com-
munity Affairs, included 
a speaker segment, dis-
cussions and a group so-
cial justice activity.
Radio-television-film 
sophomore Bianca Zepe-
da, the co-director of 
good mentor.”
Ryan’s research targets 
animal communication 
and sexual selection among 
the evolution of animal be-
havior. Ryan said he is very 
flattered to be recognized 
for the award, and he hopes 
to continue his studies as 
well as introduce the gener-
al public to animal beauty 
and behavior. 
“It’s been very rewarding 
to be able to understand 
some things in nature in 
a way that’s different than 
we understood them be-
fore,” Ryan said. “But what’s 
equally rewarding is being 
able to introduce gener-
ations of students, both 
undergraduate and grad-
uate students, to this 
kind of appreciation 
of nature.” 
Ryan will receive the 
award at the annual ABS 
meeting in June.
2
Name: 5569/Vice President of Student ; Width: 29p6; Depth: 5 in; 
Color: Black; Ad Number: 5569
Name: 5229/Trudy’s; Width: 19p4; Depth: 6 
in; Color: Black; Ad Number: 5229
Fresh From 
Scratch
Gluten 
Friendly
Vegetarian
Non GMO
409 West 30th St., ATX 78705
512.477.2935
2 NEWSTuesday, March 21, 2017
Main Telephone
(512) 471-4591
Editor-in-Chief
Alexander Chase
(512) 232-2212
editor@dailytexanonline.com
Managing Editor
Akshay Mirchandani
(512) 232-2217
managingeditor@
dailytexanonline.com
News Office
(512) 232-2207
news@dailytexanonline.com
Sports Office
sports@dailytexanonline.com
Life & Arts Office
(512) 232-2209
lifeandarts@dailytexanon-
line.com
Multimedia Office
(512) 471-7835
multimedia@ 
dailytexanonline.com
Retail Advertising
(512) 471-1865
advertise@texasstudentme-
dia.com
Classified Advertising
(512) 471-5244
classifieds@ 
dailytexanonline.com
CONTACT US
Volume 117, Issue 121
TOMORROW’S WEATHER
High Low
81 62
Hey look at my tattoo 
*unbuttons shirt*
COPYRIGHT
Copyright 2017 Texas 
Student Media. All articles, 
photographs and graphics, 
both in the print and online 
editions, are the property 
of Texas Student Media 
and may not be reproduced 
or republished in part or 
in whole without written 
permission.
The Texan strives to present 
all information fairly, 
accurately and completely.  
If we have made an error,  
let us know about it. Call  
(512) 232-2217 or e-mail  
managingeditor@ 
dailytexanonline.com.
     R
E
C
Y
C
L
E
♲
AFTER 
READING 
YOUR 
COPY 
Carlos Garcia | Daily Texan Staff
Sports management junior Dererick Giles throws a football through a carnival game. 
FRAMES featured photo thedailytexan
  
Permanent Staff
Editor-in-Chief . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alexander Chase
Associate Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Jensen, Janhavi Nemawarkar, Khadija Saifullah, Caleb Wong
Managing Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Akshay Mirchandani
Associate Managing Editors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eva Frederick, Michelle Zhang
News Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ellie Breed
Associate News Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Forrest Milburn
News Desk Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matthew Adams, Will Clark, Hannah Daniel, Sunny Kim, Wesley Story
Senior Reporters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Claire Allbright, Mikaela Cannizzo, Lisa Dreher, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anusha Lalani, Catherine Marfin, Kayla Meyertons
Senior Investigative Reporter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Van Nguyen
Copy Desk Chief  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kasey Salisbury
Associate Copy Desk Chiefs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jaree Campbell, Vanessa Martinez, Bella McWhorter, Colin Traver
Design Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elizabeth Jones
Associate Design Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Megan McFarren
Senior Designers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Liza Anderson, Sierra Garcia, Sunnie Lee, Rena Li
Photo Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Zoe Fu
Associate Photo Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Emmanuel Briseno, Gabriel Lopez
Senior Photographer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Juan Figueroa, Joshua Guerra, Mary Pistorius, Briana Vargas, Rachel Zein
Video Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monica Silverio
Senior Videographer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas Negrete, Faley Goyette
Science&Tech Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Zia Lyle
Associate Science&Tech Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Julianne Hodges, Kate Thackrey
Senior Science&Tech Reporters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sarah Bloodworth, Angela Kang, Freya Preimesberger
Forum Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jordan Shenhar, Emily Vernon
Senior Columnists  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Emma Bernadier, Alyssa Fernandez, Sam Groves, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Noah M. Horwitz, Josephine MacLean, G. Elliott Morris
Life&Arts Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mae Hamilton
Associate Life&Arts Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Daisy Wang, Morgan O’Hanlon
Senior Life&Arts Writers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stephen Acevedo, Acacia Coronado, Chris Duncan, Justin Jones
Sports Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tyler Horka
Associate Sports Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sydney Rubin
Senior Sports Writers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alex Briseno, Steve Helwick,Vanessa Le, Shane Lewis
Comics Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Audrey McNay
Associate Comics Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Victoria Smith, Melanie Westfall
Senior Comics Artists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Geovanni Casillas, Albert Lee, Bixie Mathieu, Jacky Tovar
Social Media Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Stephanie Martinez-Arndt
Editorial Adviser. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peter Chen
Texan Ad
Deadlines
The Daily Texan Mail Subscription Rates
One Semester (Fall or Spring)  $60.00
Two Semesters (Fall and Spring) $120.00
Summer Session $40.00
One Year (Fall, Spring and Summer) $150.00
To charge by VISA or MasterCard, call 471-5083. Send orders and address changes to 
Texas Student Media, P.O. Box D, Austin, TX 78713-8904.
03/21/17
This issue of The Daily Texan is valued at $1.25
The Daily Texan, a student newspaper at The University of Texas at Austin, is published by Texas Student Media, 2500 Whitis 
Ave., Austin, TX 78712. The Daily Texan is published daily, Monday through Friday, during the regular academic year and is 
published once weekly during the summer semester. The Daily Texan does not publish during academic breaks, most Federal 
Holidays and exam periods. News contributions will be accepted by telephone (471-4591), or at the editorial office (HSM 2.120). 
Entire contents copyright 2017 Texas Student Media.
Monday .............Wednesday, 12 p.m.
Tuesday.................Thursday, 12 p.m.
Wednesday................Friday, 12 p.m.
Thursday.................Monday, 12 p.m.
Friday......................Tuesday, 12 p.m.
Classified Word Ads       11 a.m. 
(Last Business Day Prior to Publication)
Issue Staff
Reporters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Stephanie Adeline, Ryan Atluri, Rachel Cooper, London Gibson, Ally Ortegon, Lisa Nhan
Life&Arts Writers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gerardo Gonzalez, Andrea Tinning
Sports Writers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Justin Martinez
Columnists  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Liza Anderson
Copy Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Abigail Anderson, Sydney Bartlett, Janhavi Nemawarkar
Designers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ravin Lee, Luzdivina Ruiz
Photographers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jordyn Caruso, Carlos Garcia, Chase Karacostas, Thomas Negrete, Angel Ulloa
Comics Artists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lauren Ibanez, Hyeyun Jeong, Serena Romero
Business and Advertising
(512) 471-8590 | advertise@texasstudentmedia.com
Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gerald Johnson
Business/Operations Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Frank Serpas III
Advertising Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Emily Cohen
Assistant Advertising Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Colten Crist
Account Executives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tim Bauer, Brady Beal, Blake Gentry, Monica Taylor, Celeste Schurman
Product Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Stephen Salisbury
Senior Graphic Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amanda O’Brien
Production . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Zac Crofford
By London Gibson
@londongibson
CAMPUS
HRC purchases actors’ documents
WAGE
continues from page 1
Carlos Garcia
Daily Texan Staff
Ilse Colchado, 
radio-televi-
sion-film and 
Mexican-Amer-
ican studies 
sophomore, 
speaks on cul-
tural identity in 
a Latino Lead-
ership Institute 
workshop.
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Courtesy of Mike Ryan
is something that the 
people do want.” 
State Rep. Jonathan 
Stickland, R-Bedford, 
challenged the premise 
of raising the minimum 
wage and sarcastically 
questioned why the bills 
do not propose an even 
higher rate.
State Rep. Armando 
Walle, D-Houston, who 
sponsored two bills that 
would raise the mini-
mum wage to $15, re-
sponded that the goal is 
to provide an hourly rate 
that supports daily liv-
ing expenses rather than 
raising the wage to an 
extreme amount. 
“We’re not saying to 
raise it to $100 an hour 
— that’s not practical,” 
Walle said. “We’re trying 
to have a baseline.”
The bills are still pend-
ing in committee and 
have yet to be voted on.
archives of LCA and 
co-director of the insti-
tute, organized the event.
With the current polit-
ical atmosphere, Zepeda 
said it’s hard for many 
Latinos to feel comfort-
able with their identities.
“I just wanted to make 
a safe space for people 
to come and listen and 
be empowered by the 
workshop,” Zepeda said. 
“We just want them to 
know that they can feel 
comfortable with who 
they are, and in order 
to do that, they have to 
embrace each other so 
they can help each other 
out, too.”
Although all students at 
the workshop were Latino, 
they all came from differ-
ent cultural backgrounds 
and experiences.
“The problem with 
identity is very promi-
nent within the Latino 
community, because the 
Latinx community is so 
broad — there’s so many 
cultures, so many back-
grounds,” Zepeda said. 
“It’s really hard to put us 
in a box.”
Dania Diaz, human 
development and fami-
ly sciences sophomore, 
participated in the in-
stitute workshop for the 
first time.
“I personally feel like 
I needed to get more in-
volved (with the Lati-
no community), and I 
needed to get more 
knowledge in order to 
help more people,” Diaz 
said. “The Latino com-
munity is my family … 
I want to be here for 
this opportunity.”
With the rise of the Black 
Lives Matter movement 
came the All Lives Matter 
countermovement, a reac-
tion that Luvell Anderson, a 
philosophy professor from 
the University of Memphis, 
attributes to a break in under-
standing within language, or a 
hermeneutical impasse.
Anderson discussed these 
hermeneutical impasses at 
a talk Monday as part of the 
Mexican American and Lati-
na/o Studies Lecture series. 
Anderson said he believes All 
Lives Matters supporters may 
hold a misconception of what 
the BLM movement is trying 
to express.
All Lives Matter supporters 
see a movement intended to 
be inclusive as exclusive, mis-
takenly thinking “black lives 
matter” indicates that black 
lives are the only ones who 
matter, Anderson said.
“The Black Lives Matter 
phrase emerged as a way to ex-
press that while all lives should 
matter equally, some bodies 
have been undervalued, such 
as black and brown bodies,” 
Anderson said. “These bod-
ies should be treated equal-
ly, so what I think of as the 
straightforward interpretation 
of that phrase is that black lives 
matter, too.”
This example represents 
one of four types of herme-
neutical impasses Anderson 
outlined, in which under-
standing is assumed but not 
achieved because of prejudice.
Some hermeneutical im-
passes can be solved using 
“linguistic remedies,” such as 
translations, Anderson said. 
For example, this can include 
hermeneutical impasses that 
occur when there are speakers 
of different languages.
Another type happens 
when speakers speak a com-
mon language but fail to un-
derstand each other because 
of a difference of dialects.  
Philosophy graduate 
student Hannah Trees said the 
lecture helped her reflect on 
what it means to agree.
“Understanding takes more 
than just understanding the 
literal meaning of sentences 
people express,” Trees said. “It 
also takes understanding the 
way the sentences are uttered 
and the context of the sentenc-
es … to agree with someone.”
Philosophy graduate stu-
dent Estefania Agraz said 
the talk was an opportu-
nity to expose herself to 
different perspectives.
“Talks like this can broaden 
your ideas and mind,” Agraz 
said. “It makes you think in 
other ways when someone 
comes from the outside with 
their new ideas.”
handgun license from $70 
to $40. 
Originally, SB 16 eliminated 
all costs associated with hand-
guns licenses entirely. However, 
a committee substitute — or re-
vised version of the bill — sets 
the cost for both first-time and 
renewed licenses at $40. 
Sen. Joan Huffman, R-Hous-
ton, said the bill would not cost 
the state anything. 
“The real intent of the bill 
is to make the ability to get 
a license affordable to most 
Texans,” Huffman said.
Echoing this sentiment, 
Alice Tripp, Texas State Rifle 
Association legislative director, 
said the $40 fee is appropri-
ate because that is the amount 
it costs the state to produce 
a license. 
About a dozen people 
testified during the commit-
tee hearing, none of whom 
testified against the bill.   
Andrea Brauer, executive 
director of Texas Gun Sense, 
said there were 3,200 gun 
deaths and 18,000 gun thefts 
in the state last year. Brauer 
said she would like to see a few 
more dollars in this fee to go 
toward educational programs 
promoting safe gun storage. 
Another suggested change 
to the bill would exempt law 
enforcement officials and com-
missioned security guards from 
paying the fees. 
“Law enforcement and 
commissioned security offi-
cers already must be licensed, 
pay a fee, pay for background 
(checks) and go through train-
ing that far exceeds that of an 
LTC holder,” said John-Mi-
chael Gillaspy of Texas Carry. 
“Having them do this all over 
again to obtain a license to 
carry, we’re essentially taxing 
law enforcement and security 
officers twice.”
Proponents of the bill said 
they were in favor of the leg-
islation regardless of the fate 
of “constitutional carry,” a 
House bill that would not re-
quire a permit at all to carry 
a handgun.
“The reality is licensed versus 
unlicensed is a completely sepa-
rate issue,” said Terry Holcomb, 
a State Republican Committee 
member. “Therefore, I do not 
believe this bill has any effect on 
the unlicensed carry bills that 
are making their way through 
the House. This will be a good 
bill for Texas regardless of what 
happens with unlicensed carry.”
The bill, which is one of Lt. 
Gov. Dan Patrick’s priorities 
for the session, is headed to 
the Senate floor where 16 of 
the 31 senators have signed on 
to the bill as primary authors.
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opportunity because of the 
foundation she’s going to lay, 
and I think that’s huge.”
Guzman is involved in Or-
ange Jackets, Hispanic Stu-
dent Association, League of 
United Latin American Citi-
zens, Disability and Inclusion 
Agency for Student Govern-
ment, Latino Community 
Affairs and Friar Society, the 
oldest honor society at UT.
“Looking at all the stuff 
I’ve done now, I think it has 
guided me and (taught me) 
how to speak up and know 
that silence is also a stance,” 
Guzman said. “The different 
walks of life that I’ve been 
able to interact with — I 
think that’s been the best part 
of it all.”
Advertising senior Erasto 
Renteria, director of oper-
ations at the Multicultural 
Engagement Center, sent 
Guzman the Facebook in-
vitation to join the Hispanic 
Student Association in fall 
2015. Renteria said Guzman 
is one of the most dedicated, 
hardest workers he has seen 
at UT.
“The work she puts in, the 
late nights, all the things she 
really wants to implement 
is a testament to her hard 
work,” Renteria said. “She’s 
just like a ball of empower-
ment, the way she talks to her 
peers and to our friends and 
people in general and stu-
dents. … Somehow she can 
do it very easily.”
Guzman said she hopes 
to work in student affairs 
and education policy later in 
her career.
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Visiting professor explores 
language misconceptions
Archivist screens film on 
early career of Bob Dylan
By Ally Ortegon
@atxallyyy
CAMPUS
Chase Karacostas | Daily Texan Staff
Michael Chaiken, curator of the Bob Dylan archive at the Helmerich Center for American Re-
search in Tulsa, Oklahoma, talks about the film “Bob Dylan: Don’t Look Back” after a screening.
Briana Vargas | Daily Texan Staff
Luvell Anderson, a philosophy professor from the Universi-
ty of Memphis, discusses the misconceptions concerning 
the Black Lives Matter movement at a talk Monday.
By London Gibson
@londongibson
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HRC purchases actors’ documents
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Some shots of D. A. Pen-
nebaker’s classic film “Don’t 
Look Back” were filled with 
cigarette smoke and laugh-
ter, while others featured a 
resounding harmonica and 
an encapsulated audience or 
loud arguments and refusals 
of cooperation.
In all cases, the iconic Bob 
Dylan was somewhere in 
the shot.
Michael Chaiken, curator 
of the Bob Dylan Archive 
at the Helmerich Center 
for American Research in 
Tulsa, presented a 50th an-
niversary viewing Monday 
of Pennebaker’s documen-
tary film, which juxtaposed 
the modern perception of 
Dylan against reality, at the 
Belo Center for New Media. 
The classic film documented 
Dylan’s 1965 concert tour in 
the UK, capturing Dylan’s 
transition from folk to pop.
Chaiken said the film 
was impactful because it 
showed viewers a differ-
ent side of Dylan. The film’s 
documentary style was new 
at the time of its release, 
Chaiken said.
“If you look at early re-
views of the film, viewers 
tended to be a bit more 
skeptical and discerning,” 
Chaiken said. “I think the 
fact that we’re 50 years on, 
talking about it, revisiting 
it, restoring it, is a testament 
to Bob Dylan’s artistry and 
also the artistry of the film’s 
director, Pennebaker.” 
Dave Junker, Senior Fel-
lows Program director, said 
the viewing offered a glimpse 
at an important artistic and 
cultural moment in history.
“We get such a romanti-
cized view of the 1960s, but 
if you go back to that mo-
ment in time … it becomes 
a lot more complicated,” 
Junker said. “If we have a 
distorted view of the past, it 
doesn’t give us insight into 
the present.”
The movie, filmed on a 
camera Pennebaker cre-
ated himself, was one of 
the first documentaries, 
Chaiken said.
“It was inspiring to see 
this off-the-cuff footage,” 
said Anna Christian, ra-
dio-television-film and Plan 
II sophomore. “It seemed 
very pure and raw, sort of a 
B-roll footage feel. It was a 
very genuine feeling the way 
it was told.”
Following the screening, 
the audience asked Chaik-
en questions such as how 
Dylan’s aesthetic was con-
trary to the folk music he 
played, his attitude toward 
the film and the influence 
other artists had on him.
“So many people relate 
to him and that’s powerful,” 
Christian said. “He is, of 
course, an icon. The same 
way people talk about phi-
losophers and their schools 
of thought, (Dylan) has a 
school of thought himself 
about counterculture.”
The Harry Ransom Center 
expanded their film and per-
forming arts departments 
with the purchase of 40 
boxes of personal materials 
belonging to the late mar-
ried actors Eli Wallach and 
Anne Jackson.
Wallach and Jackson 
were long lauded as meth-
od actors, and the purchase 
contains heavily annotated 
scripts — such as those from 
Arthur Miller — that may 
provide insight into their 
acting processes.
“Throughout their scripts 
you can find complex char-
acter sketches and marginal 
notes detailing why their 
characters behave the way 
they do,” said Eric Colleary, 
the performing arts cura-
tor at the center, in a press 
release. “They bring an en-
tirely new dimension to 
some of the most important 
plays and films of the 
20th century.”
The center announced the 
acquisition March 6. The 
materials were purchased by 
the University for $60,000 
and hold a special connec-
tion to the school, as Wallach 
graduated from UT in 1936.
Wallach and Jackson 
performed together sever-
al times on and off Broad-
way. The couple’s marriage 
spanned 66 years and count-
less acting achievements, 
some of which are doc-
umented in the 40 cases. 
Clippings, photos, letters, 
scrapbooks, home videos 
and awards provide a de-
tailed look into the acting 
process and lives of Wallach 
and Jackson.
“Few actors document-
ed their process like Anne 
Jackson and Eli Wallach did,” 
Colleary said.
Wallach was given an 
honorary Oscar in 2010. He 
died four years later, just two 
years before the death of his 
wife in April 2016.
The materials complement 
other collections in the cen-
ter’s film holdings, like those 
of Stella Adler, Tennessee 
Williams and Robert De 
Niro, Colleary said.
“(The purchase) also 
highlights one of the great 
strengths of the Ran-
som Center’s collections, 
the connections between 
artists,” center film cura-
tor Steve Wilson said in a 
press release.
The papers will be avail-
able for student use just like 
all of the other collections at 
the center, though they may 
not be available immediately, 
said Suzanne Krause, center 
public affairs representative.
“They do have to go 
through a cataloging pro-
cess, which could take sev-
eral months and sometimes 
up to a year … depending 
on the size of the catalog,” 
Krause said.
In a 2013 decision, the Supreme Court struck 
down a provision of the Voting Rights Act that 
required certain districts and states with a his-
tory of civil rights violations to submit any pro-
posed changes to voting laws for federal approv-
al. In the months following this decision, states 
throughout the nation took this newfound free-
dom and sought immediately to abuse it.
Texas enacted a particularly controver-
sial piece of legislation requiring one of 
six government-issued photo IDs to vote. 
While other states took similar initiatives, 
and many to a further extent, the Texas 
case became forced into prominence be-
cause of the law’s massive influence. More 
than 600,000 Texas voters lack the identifi-
cation necessary to vote under the new law, 
and this includes a disproportionately large 
number of minorities. 
Voter identification laws such as this repre-
sent a bastardization of the democratic process. 
They further disenfranchise the already mar-
ginalized and cling to a mythical problem to 
justify their bigotry. Despite Trump’s lies about 
rampant voter fraud, comprehensive investi-
gations into the subject have found negligible 
results. The Washington Post found that out of 
one billion votes cast since 2000, there were 31 
possible incidences of voter fraud. Lawmakers 
like the president tout unsubstantiated studies, 
riddled with sampling errors. Republicans cite 
the non-existent threat of voter impersonation 
as a valid reason for disenfranchising millions 
of Americans.
However, such blatant distortions of justice 
are not likely to be remediated by the Trump 
Justice Department, and the responsibility for 
upholding the most fundamental American 
right is likely to be neglected. 
Legislation regarding voting is considered 
unconstitutional, via the Voting Rights Act, 
if it has the effect of discriminating against a 
certain group. The Texas law, Senate Bill 14, 
directly disenfranchises minorities and poor 
whites, all of whom tend to vote for demo-
cratic candidates. In Texas, eligible Hispan-
ic voters are 242 percent more likely than 
non-Hispanic white voters to lack the iden-
tification needed for voting under this law, 
and eligible black voters are 179 percent more 
likely. This should be sufficient evidence of 
discriminatory effect. However, many law-
makers have claimed that the intent behind 
the law is not to discriminate but to protect 
the sanctity of our elections.
Debbie Riddle, a former member of the 
Texas House and a key proponent of Senate 
Bill 14, encapsulated the argument for voter 
identification when she said that “the very 
freedom of our nation is based on the integ-
rity of our ballot box.” This would be a valid 
argument for protecting the voting franchise 
if there were any perceived threat to the integ-
rity of our elections. But there isn’t.
Every judge that has reviewed the Texas 
law so far has deemed it unconstitutional, and 
yet it is still in effect. Our Justice Department 
is currently being led by a man who referred 
to the Voting Rights Act as “intrusive,” and 
the Department has already withdrawn its 
claim that SB 14 is discriminatory. In lieu of a 
definitive Supreme Court ruling, this issue is 
unlikely to be resolved any time soon. 
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, 
responsible for arguing in support of Sen-
ate Bill 14 in various courts, has stated 
that, “government entities currently require 
photo identification at public libraries, to 
receive a passport … Voting, one of the 
most important of our democratic process-
es, should be no different.” Except it is. Vot-
ing isn’t one of our most important demo-
cratic processes; it is our most important. 
And, unlike checking out a library book 
or getting a passport, it is protected by our 
Constitution as a fundamental right. 
America has a complicated history of vot-
ing rights and voter suppression. Republican 
lawmakers’ incessant declarations that voter 
fraud mandates strict legislation of the vote 
is thinly-veiled political maneuvering, and it 
has direct consequences on the lives of con-
stituents. Harkening back to the days of Jim 
Crow, these laws directly seek to suppress the 
voting franchise of minorities. The Trump 
Justice Department has no interest in fixing 
this problem, and state legislatures over-
whelmingly support these measures. We as 
citizens must stand up for our right to vote, 
and for the rights of minorities to vote, and 
we must be vigilant about such blatant con-
tortions of the constitution. 
Anderson is a Plan II and history freshman 
from Houston.
Forty-six percent of this country’s elec-
torate voted for Donald J. Trump to be our 
president. The fivethirtyeight.com average of 
approval ratings show Trump’s poll numbers 
currently stand at about 43 percent. Some 
polls show approval higher or lower; the 
highest have it close to 50 percent.
How in the world is this possible?
In the weeks since taking office, Trump 
and Co. have shattered all known records on 
presidential mendacity. They have broken 
countless conventions and traditions. They 
have proposed gutting Obamacare by kicking 
some 24 million people off their health insur-
ance. They enacted a shameful, racist Muslim 
ban in all but name.
Trump himself has demonstrated autocrat-
ic tendencies. He has sought to delegitimize 
and silence anyone who disagrees with him, 
including but not limited to the bureaucracy, 
the intelligence community, our allies, the 
press and the judiciary.
And then, of course, there’s Russia. Mike 
Flynn, who for all of 24 days was the national 
security advisor, resigned in disgrace after it 
was revealed he lied about his contacts with 
Russia. Attorney General Jeff Sessions lied 
too, though he remains in office. Perhaps 
most unholy, FBI Director James Comey con-
firmed Monday that there is an active federal 
investigation looking into whether Trump 
and his campaign actively colluded with Rus-
sia ahead of the election.
Still, Trump’s support is hanging on.
I tend to recall many who swore time and 
time again that they had misgivings about 
Trump but would only reluctantly vote for him 
anyway because of bigger qualms with Hillary 
Clinton. Where are they now? The silence now 
from these #CheerfulWhiteFolk is deafening.
Hillary Clinton is out scaring children in 
the woods — or something like that. Our 
opinions on Trump are no longer depen-
dent upon comparisons to Clinton. Still the 
#CheerfulWhiteFolk remain silent, offering 
little besides platitudes such as, “He’s our 
president!” or “Get over it.”
This is because the 2016 election was not 
at its core a repudiation of Clinton — though 
in a contest decided by 80,000 votes, sexism 
against her was surely one of many decid-
ing factors. Trump’s victory was an embrace 
of Trump and the demagogic, populist pro-
to-fascism for which he stands.
The lying, the duplicity, the ineptitude and 
even the alleged collusion with a hostile for-
eign power matters little to the #Cheerful-
WhiteFolk. As I noted last year in this news-
paper, there is nothing different in Americans’ 
DNA than the Germans’ or the Italians’. The 
#CheerfulWhiteFolk, the descendants of 
those guys with the German Shepherds and 
the fire hoses in Birmingham, Alabama, in-
herently want to isolate, persecute and hurt 
people who are different than them.
I keep hearing, every time a supposed 
bombshell about this, that or the other in-
volving Trump is published in a major news-
paper, that it will spell the end for him. But 
the polls just do not show that. They do not 
show any large-scale defection from Trump.
As long as we keep traversing the dark road 
toward autocracy, the #CheerfulWhiteFolk 
will back Trump. It will be eight long years, 
I’m afraid.
Horwitz is a first-year law student from 
Houston.
In the weeks since taking office, 
Trump and Co. have shattered all 
known records on presidential men-
dacity. They have broken countless 
conventions and traditions. 
Recent headlines have emphasized a de-
crease in the government’s funding of edu-
cational programs and institutions, both at 
the national and state level. Frequent read-
ers will recall that I spent the majority of the 
first months of this 85th Texas Legislature 
asking questions such as, “What is the best 
form of public education?” and, “Should the 
state enact the right policy or the popular 
policy?” Now, it is suitable to raise the fol-
lowing questions: What is the state’s formal 
role in providing education? Should it pur-
sue the best solution to that goal, or a policy 
that simply educates students rather than 
enriching them?
There is no easy answer to these questions, 
and they certainly will not be answered by a 
short exposé. Still, let’s first consider the role of 
the government in providing public education. 
Some may argue that the government 
ought not to be responsible for educating its 
citizens. These criticisms may have merits, 
but in fact the Texas Constitution dedicates 
an entire section to the powers and duties of 
the state to enlightening the masses. Further, 
they place this section — Article 7 — above 
most other responsibilities, including taxa-
tion, municipal governments and regulations 
on private corporations. Not only does the ar-
ticle require that the state provide education, 
its means of provision must be “suitable” for 
the support of an “efficient” system of schools. 
It even goes far to say that it should provide 
upkeep for a university “of the first class.”
The constitution states: “A general diffusion 
of knowledge being essential to the preserva-
tion of the liberties and rights of the people, it 
shall be the duty of the Legislature of the State 
to establish and make suitable provision for 
the support and maintenance of an efficient 
system of public free schools.” 
In modern language, Texans are afford-
ed the right to a properly funded, efficient 
system of free public education. This begs 
our second question: What makes a proper-
ly funded system? The answer may well be 
summed up as, “You know it when you see it, 
and we definitely aren’t seeing it now.”
For the 2015–2016 school year, the Texas 
Education Agency rated 1,379 Texas schools 
as “failing” campuses. That’s not great, al-
though it is a slight improvement from last 
year’s “failing” 1,532 schools. Evidently, Tex-
as has some work to do in funding its public 
schools. That is why a recent report by The 
Texas Tribune that details a $14 million de-
crease in federal funding for Texas’ Ameri-
Corps supplementary education programs 
are so contrarian to the state’s constitution. 
Certainly it is logical, then, that the Texas 
government would want to beef up its fund-
ing for public schools. 
Instead, the Legislature is poised to pass 
a “school choice” bill, Senate Bill 3, that has 
been estimated to cost the state roughly $3 
billion per year. The bill would inadvertently 
redirect some of that money from the pub-
lic school system to the new voucher pro-
gram that funds private and charter school 
attendance. All that money, studies show, 
does not usually improve the quality of ed-
ucation in a state. In fact, a similar voucher 
program in Louisiana increased the chance 
of failing a math test by 50 percent. This is a 
step away from “suitable” funding for an “ef-
ficient” system that is already failing many 
Texas schoolchildren.
In a state whose constitution mandates 
a solvent education system, Texas is falling 
surprisingly short. Since our legislators swear 
an oath to uphold our state constitution, it 
is their duty to provide Texas children with 
a suitably funded public education system. 
Otherwise, they are in violation of the very 
duties thewy claim to be carrying out — and 
the public they have sworn to serve. 
Morris is a government, history and comput-
er science junior from Port Aransas. 
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ors and marketing junior, 
founded the club in March of 
her freshman year with UT’s 
current student body vice 
president, Micky Wolf. Cortez 
and Wolf, who is a business 
honors, psychology and Plan 
II junior, wanted to create an 
after-school mentorship pro-
gram where middle school 
students could develop pro-
fessional skills and get excited 
about their education.
Chandler Groves, Plan 
II and business honors 
sophomore, worked closely 
with planning the fundraiser. 
He said the organization 
emphasizes the idea that 
extracurricular activities are 
vital to academic success.
“The majority of the stu-
dents are minorities and eco-
nomically disadvantaged,” 
Groves said. “We get them 
involved in extracurricular 
activities. We’re trying to raise 
money for those activities and 
enrich their lives so that they 
can find things to do outside 
of the classroom.”
Although past fundraisers 
worked for small donations, 
members knew their goal 
would require something 
spectacular. When an officer 
suggested contacting Bernini, 
Groves was excited because 
he had seen one of Bernini’s 
performances before.
“I actually met him for the 
first time at Camp Texas be-
cause he was hypnotizing a 
group of people,” Groves said.
Bernini said he has 
performed for fundraising 
events in the past but never 
at the scale of this event and 
consequently has added 
a lot of new tricks to his 
usual routine.
“In terms of preparation, 
I’ve added about four new il-
lusions to the show,” Bernini 
said. “I’ve been working on 
several new illusions that I got 
specifically to do this show, 
but I’m also going to be do-
ing the classic stuff I’ve always 
done. I’ll definitely be bring-
ing my time machine.”
Bernini’s fundraising 
performance marks a mile-
stone for TEO since much 
of the proceeds will accom-
modate new mentors and 
program sites.
“The whole first year was 
just a really big challenge get-
ting into the Austin school 
district,” Cortez said. “After 
a year we were finally able to 
kick off our program at Mar-
tin. We started with probably 
five mentors the first cou-
ple weeks, and now we’re up 
to 60. Now that we have so 
many mentors, we’re trying 
to expand to other schools 
next year.”
For Cortez, Don’t Blink is 
not only an exciting new step 
for TEO but also an indication 
of how far the organization 
has come since its beginning.
“I’ve had a blast promot-
ing it,” Cortez said. “If you 
talk to any of my friends, I 
haven’t shut up about it for 
the past three months. This 
started two years ago, and 
we’re doing something really 
cool on campus. It’s going to 
be so rewarding when we’re 
done, not just to the organi-
zation, but to kids within the 
Austin community.”  
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Jordyn Caruso | Daily Texan Staff
Biochemistry freshman Ksenia Vlasslova, bottom left, biochemistry freshman Mariya Shkolnaya, bottom right, and biochemistry freshman Sonya Tkachman, 
middle, are some of the officers of the Russian Student Association. The organization was created at the beginning of the spring 2017 semester and has already 
brought together many students who have an interest in Russian culture.
people who share that with 
you.” 
Ivanova said keeping Rus-
sian students connected with 
one another is one of her fa-
vorite things about the club, 
but she also hopes to change 
attitudes towards the Russian 
community over time. 
“With the current political 
climate between Russia and 
the United States, we’re kind 
of in this in-between position 
because we identify as Rus-
sians, but we’re also Ameri-
cans,” Ivanova said. “Tensions 
are so high between the two 
countries. We can just engage 
in a dialogue with others to 
find a common dialogue and 
share perspectives.” 
The club is already starting 
dialogue with younger Russian 
students. Through a liaison at 
the Russian School of Austin, 
members visit the school to 
volunteer with the elementary 
school students every Sunday. 
They help with arts and crafts, 
math, reading and even speak 
Russian with them. 
“I really want to expand 
that and perhaps go to other 
elementary schools in the area 
and create a Russian teaching 
group,” Ivanova said. ”I want 
to focus on making a bigger 
impact on the community.”
Head coach Karen Aston 
walked into the Texas locker 
room following Sunday’s sec-
ond-round win in the NCAA 
Tournament and gave high 
fives to all 13 of her players.
“That’s what I’m talking 
about,” she said as she walked 
around a half-circle of chairs 
where her Longhorns cele-
brated their 84-80 victory over 
North Carolina State, advanc-
ing them to the Sweet 16 for the 
third consecutive year.
The Longhorns’ victory over 
the Wolfpack wasn’t pretty, but 
it didn’t need to be.
Aston’s team was down 
75-71 with about four 
minutes left in the game. 
But she wasn’t worried.
“I knew that we were gonna 
win at about the four-minute 
mark when I saw you guys 
talking to each other,” Aston 
told her team in the locker 
room. “And telling each other 
that this was not gonna hap-
pen. Nobody let each other get 
down on themselves, and that 
was the difference.”
Texas’ fight was apparent in 
the ensuing four minutes on 
the court. A jumper and four 
made free throws gave Texas its 
first lead of the fourth quarter 
with 1:32 remaining. The dra-
ma was just beginning. 
After knocking down the 
free throw that gave Tex-
as the lead, junior guard 
Ariel Atkins, who struggled 
all day against the Wolf-
pack, fouled out. Texas’ most 
vocal leader could only 
watch, crouched down on the 
sideline, as her teammates 
took the court for the final 
51 seconds.
“It was a pretty tough game 
for me,” Atkins said. “But my 
teammates always have my 
back, and I think that’s one of 
the most unique things about 
our team — our depth. We 
know how to pick each other 
up when somebody’s not hav-
ing a good night.”
From the bench, Atkins 
thought the same thing as her 
coach. All she could do was 
encourage her teammates 
on the court, but she never 
doubted them.
“We gotta stay focused,” 
Atkins said. “Look into each 
other’s eyes, and stay focused 
on each other. That’s the most 
important thing. Because when 
the crowd gets rowdy, you can 
barely hear your coach, so it’s 
really important to stay tuned 
with each other.” 
Unlike Atkins, freshman 
forward Joyner Holmes was in 
the thick of the action down to 
the final buzzer. Up by one with 
eight seconds to go, Holmes 
took a charge, erasing a bucket 
that would have given NC State 
back the lead. 
She followed the charge 
with a put-back shot, sealing 
Texas’ win.
Holmes is the first to admit 
she wasn’t always having fun 
when Texas was struggling in 
the games leading up to the 
NCAA Tournament, dropping 
four of its last six.
But Sunday against the Wolf-
pack, Holmes was enjoying 
the game so much that she 
refused to let it be the last of 
the season. 
“It was really fun, and we 
had a great time,” Holmes said. 
“Seeing the look on my seniors’ 
faces and letting them know 
this is not the last game. Al-
though we all didn’t have our 
best game, we were going to 
pull it out for them.”
COLUMN | WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Sydney Rubin 
@sydneyrrubin
Aston, Longhorns celebrate following Sweet 16 berth 
When a batter “presses” 
at the plate in baseball, he is 
said to be putting too much 
mental pressure on himself 
to perform well, leading to 
unnatural adjustments and 
declining results.
Head coach David Pierce 
said his players pressed in the 
batter’s box all weekend against 
a competitive Texas Tech 
pitching staff. 
And the results seemed in-
evitable. Texas’ control of the 
game flipped from riding a 
six-game winning streak to 
falling in a series sweep at the 
hands of the Red Raiders.
“I think it’s the first chal-
lenge that we’ve had — a real 
challenge,” redshirt junior 
pitcher Morgan Cooper said. 
“We’ve bounced back pretty 
well throughout the year. … 
It’s still early, we know that, but 
we’ve got to respond.”
But the Longhorns’ three-
game skid traces back to a 
more intangible facet of the 
game: the lack of upperclass-
men experience on the field. 
Texas lost senior Zane 
Gurwitz to a hamstring inju-
ry and junior Patrick Mathis 
after he ran into a wall during 
the team’s 4-3 win over Tex-
as A&M last Tuesday. Both 
outfielders held leader-
ship roles as veterans of 
the program.
“Right now is when you just 
see the experienced players 
take over, and you noticed that 
with Texas Tech,” Pierce said. 
“I’m really proud of our young 
players, but you do miss those 
veterans when we’re in this 
conference play right now.”
The Longhorns needed to 
rely on their young players 
to pull a large amount of the 
team’s weight throughout the 
series against Tech, and the 
Red Raiders took advantage of 
Texas’ shortage of experience.
However, the Longhorns 
believe the losses are simply 
learning opportunities that 
will cultivate grit and spark 
success ahead.
“This team reminds me a 
lot of the 2014 team where 
Zane (Gurwitz) and I and Tres 
(Barrera) were having to start 
as freshmen and trying to get 
our feet wet and figure it out,” 
senior first baseman Kacy 
Clemens said. “We’re trying to 
share leadership and our expe-
rience to help these guys grow 
faster, but I think they’re doing 
a great job.”
Clemens compares his 
current ball club to the team 
from the 2014 season, when 
Texas made a trip to the 
College World Series. 
Although the result of this 
season is still up in the air, 
Clemens can find himself 
in Omaha once again if his 
squad achieves the right 
balance between youth 
and experience.
The Longhorns will have 
another learning opportuni-
ty as they hit the road to face 
Texas State (12–8), who just 
won a series against defend-
ing champion Coastal Caroli-
na. They look to bounce back 
from their three-game skid 
Tuesday as they visit a hostile 
crowd in San Marcos. 
“It’s rowdy,” Clemens said. 
“When we go there, it’s a packed 
house and they really want 
to win. They’ve beaten some 
really good teams this year so 
we’re going to have to be ready. 
They’re definitely a tough op-
ponent, and it’s an exciting 
atmosphere there.”
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BASEBALL
Texas seeks patience at the plate in San Marcos 
Vanessa Le
@vanesssale
Sophomore Harrison Scott 
is the backbone of the young 
Longhorns group. The soft-spo-
ken Canadian leads by example, 
recording 14 singles wins this 
season — the most on the team.
It’s this consistency that Texas 
hopes to lean on once more as 
the Longhorns host UT-Arling-
ton on Tuesday at Caswell Ten-
nis Center.
The Longhorns defeated 
three top-25 opponents last 
week, capping off the stretch 
with a 4–1 victory over No. 24 
Columbia. Texas started off 
slow against the Lions, losing 
the doubles point to fall behind 
1-0. But the Longhorns broke 
out in singles play, winning 
the first four matches to secure 
the win. Scott claimed the final 
point for his team with a 6-4, 
6-2 demolition of Columbia’s 
Victor Pham.
“It’s tough losing the 
doubles point, but we’ve 
gotten good at being in that po-
sition,” Scott said. “We just fight 
in singles play and bring a lot 
of energy.”
Scott started the season as 
hot as any player in the country. 
The sophomore won his first 
seven matches of the season 
without losing a set.
The strong play motivat-
ed his teammates to work on 
their game as well, resulting 
in a resilient squad with state-
ment wins over No. 2 Ohio 
State, No. 13 California and 
No. 16 Florida.
“We’re playing with ener-
gy,” Scott said. “The whole 
team is pretty confident right 
now. We’re going into our 
matches knowing we can win 
and be competitive with the 
other players.”
The Achilles heel for Texas all 
season has been doubles play; 
however, the Longhorns hold a 
subpar record of 5–4 when they 
fall behind 1–0.
Head coach Michael 
Center emphasized the 
need to become more 
well-rounded as both confer-
ence play and the post-season are 
rapidly approaching.
“Our goal is to go out there 
and get wins at every spot,” Cen-
ter said. “I think we’re starting to 
get closer, but we’ve got some 
big matches coming up in the 
next few weeks, so we’ll look to 
keep improving.”
Tuesday’s face-off with 
UT-Arlington provides Tex-
as with the perfect opportu-
nity to do just that. And al-
though the Mavericks enter 
the competition with a record 
of 12–6, Scott and the Long-
horns plan to approach the 
match with the same ferocity 
they bring to every opponent 
they face.
“We still have to battle,” Scott 
said. “Coach told us not to relax, 
so we have to bring our all like 
we have been the past couple of 
games.”
The first serve for Texas’ 
match against UT-Arlington is 
scheduled for 5:30 p.m.
MEN’S TENNIS 
Scott continues to lead No. 8 Texas 
Justin Martinez
@JustJustin956
Carlos Garcia
Daily Texan Staff
Freshman 
forward Joyner 
Holmes drives 
into the paint  
against a  
Central Arkansas 
defender in the 
first round of the 
NCAA Tourna-
ment on  
March 17. 
Joshua Guerra
Daily Texan Staff
Redshirt  
sophomore Tate 
Shaw awaits a 
pitch at UFCU 
Disch-Falk Field 
against Texas 
A&M Corpus 
Christi on March 
8. Shaw blasted 
his first career 
home run Friday 
night against 
Texas Tech. 
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One of UT-Austin’s student 
organizations is dedicated 
to mentoring disadvantaged 
middle school students and 
has already attracted dozens of 
volunteers. But their fundrais-
ing goal is so enormous, they 
need a little magic to pull it off. 
Since officers can’t just pull 
the money out of thin air, 
they asked religious studies 
sophomore Giancarlo Bernini 
to perform a magic show to 
help raise at least $25,000. The 
show, called “Don’t Blink,” will 
be performed at 6 p.m. Thurs-
day in Hogg Auditorium, and 
the expected audience is over 
1,000 people.  
Texas for Expanding Op-
portunity is dedicated to men-
toring children at Martin Mid-
dle School and teaching them 
valuable leadership skills such 
as the importance of a strong 
handshake and eye contact. 
TEO plans to use the mon-
ey earned from Don’t Blink’s 
ticket sales and sponsorships 
to develop specialized men-
torship opportunities and to 
expand their program to other 
schools in Austin. 
Alexi Cortez, business hon-
In the northern reaches 
of Austin lies a diamond 
in the rough. Removed 
from the bustle of the city, 
a small community wel-
comes a new restaurant.
Opened on Jan. 6 by 
Mark DeLong and man-
aged by Landon Kash, 
Oakwood BBQ is serving 
up an old tradition with 
a twist.
“We just have a pas-
sion for food,” DeLong 
said. “In this part of town 
there’s really not a lot of 
homegrown, local places, 
you know?”
The project itself start-
ed about two years ago, 
but the partnership was a 
long time in the making. 
DeLong and Kash began 
as childhood friends who 
began experimenting with 
old family recipes. 
Despite their traditional 
Texas roots, they take an a 
eclectic approach to barbe-
cue. They source their in-
gredients locally, making 
everything from scratch 
and opening the door for 
novelty. Thirty-year pit 
master Wally Colvin adds 
Louisiana flair to the Tex-
as recipes, from creative 
sandwiches such as “The 
Herd” to the restaurant’s 
best-selling turkey.
“That’s the way to do it,” 
DeLong said. “If you want 
it to be done right and 
have a flavor that’s unique 
and different, make 
it yourself.”
But the attention to de-
tail doesn’t end there. In 
order to create a rustic and 
homey feel, DeLong said 
he oversaw the restaurant’s 
construction by building 
much of it himself.
Though famous barbe-
cue spots can be found in 
heart of Austin, the out-
skirts of the city are often 
forgotten. Oakwood BBQ 
is the only barbecue outlet 
in its area, establishing it 
as a center of the commu-
nity. Even the restaurant’s 
name is inspired by its 
location — the barbecue 
is smoked with 200-year-
old oak, there’s a tall oak 
at the front, the street 
name is Oakwood and 
the neighborhood’s name 
is Oakwood. 
“It’s kind of like a neigh-
borhood barbecue place,” 
DeLong said. “Mainly, the 
people who live in this 
neighborhood come here, 
they really support us.”
Oakwood is an indus-
trial area. Once a feed 
store, the building itself 
remains uniform with 
the landscape. It doesn’t 
stand out, but word trav-
els fast, and the custom-
ers are as loyal as they are 
numerous. After a month, 
some had already visited a 
dozen times.
“Everyone’s just really 
happy,” Kash said. “There 
are old ladies in the neigh-
borhood; they’ll give me 
hugs because they’re so 
happy to have something 
like this.”
William Atkins, an 
employee at the restaurant, 
said the Oakwood area 
originally lacked high 
quality food. But one day, 
he ate at Oakwood BBQ, 
and that was enough.
“They’re making stuff 
from scratch here, every-
thing’s locally sourced,” 
Atkins said. “You can real-
ly tell the difference when 
you eat here.”
As business continues, 
they have plans to expand 
by adding locally sourced 
craft beers to the menu, a 
beer garden, more furnish-
ing in the back yard and a 
live music venue.
“It’s not just about the 
brisket or just about the 
sausage,” DeLong said. “It’s 
about everything. It’s the 
whole package.”
Despite its already remote 
location, Oakwood BBQ 
was built under the radar 
without self-advertising. It’s 
the customers who give it a 
voice through reviews and 
continuous support. 
“They’re just really good 
people, man. They’re just 
really excited for us to be 
here,” DeLong said. “It’s 
something different. They 
don’t want to drive all the 
way to Lockhart, they don’t 
want to stand in a line for 
days at Franklin’s. They’re 
just happy in a place that 
feels at home to them.”
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Editor’s note: Tat-Tuesday is a weekly series that features students around campus and their 
tattoos. Check out more pictures and stories online.
By Justin Jones
@justjustin42
Thomas Negrete | Daily Texan Staff
Religious studies sophomore Giancarlo Bernini floats a dollar bill in between his hands. Bernini will perform his magic show, Don’t Blink, for a Texas for Ex-
panding Opportunity fundraiser March 30 in Hogg Auditorium.
By Andrea Tinning
@andreawinning
By Matt Douglas
@thedailytexan
By Gerardo Gonzalez
@thedailytexan
Carlos Garcia | Daily Texan Staff
Psychology junior Priyanka Parikh speaks about a paper boat tattoo on her shoulder in re-
membrance of her friend’s passing. Parikh uses it as a reminder to value life more.
OAKWOOD BBQ
BUSINESS HOURS: 11 a.m. 
- 11 p.m.
Location: 307 E Braker Ln., 
Austin, TX, 78753
Angel Ulloa | Daily Texan Staff
Austin native Mark Delong, right, opened Oakwood BBQ on Jan. 6, 2017. The restaurant 
is managed by Landon Kash, left, and pit master Wally Colvin adds Louisiana flair to the 
Texas recipes. 
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Mentorship program creates fundraising magic
Traditional Texas barbecue with 
a twist arrives in North Austin
Students form club to connect 
through shared Russian heritage
Viking funerals hold a 
special meaning to psy-
chology junior Priyanka 
Parikh and her group of 
high school friends.
When one of them died 
of a heroin overdose, they 
held their own personal-
ized version of a Viking 
funeral, writing messages 
to their late friend, folding 
them into paper boats and 
lighting the paper boats 
on fire as they floated 
down a river.
“All of us wanted this to 
not just be an event in our 
life, but something we could 
look back on,” Parikh said. 
“It made sense for us to also 
get a tattoo, because it was a 
great way to remember his 
life and what he meant.”
She said this traumat-
ic experience marked her 
transition to adulthood. It 
changed her friendships, 
the way she valued life and 
her broader perspective.
“I was very reckless in 
high school, I had that god 
complex, and everything 
changed,” Parikh said. “I 
got more serious, and I 
started valuing everything 
in life more.” 
To celebrate the folk holiday 
Maslenitsa, a group of Russian 
students came together in 
late February for a potluck of 
pancake-like dish blini, spicy 
soft drink Tarkhun and other 
Russian pastries.  
Elena Ivanova, Plan II 
and public health freshman, 
co-founded the Russian Stu-
dent Association with a group 
of her Russian friends at the 
start of the spring 2017 se-
mester to bring together stu-
dents with a common interest 
in the culture.
Ivanova, whose parents are 
Russian, immigrated to the 
United States when she was 
eight and grew up in Cedar 
Park, Texas. In fall 2016, Iva-
nova and her friends began 
brainstorming a group that 
could help Russian students 
connect with each other and 
organized the association.
“When I was in high 
school, I was the only Russian 
in the entire high school,” Iva-
nova said. “A lot of my friends 
whom I founded this organi-
zation with had that commu-
nity, and I never did. Com-
ing here, I wanted to change 
that, and I didn’t want other 
people to be in that position 
where they felt like an outsid-
er because their culture didn’t 
align with others.” 
Ksenia Vlassova, bio-
chemistry freshman and 
RSA co-president, said the 
club is focused largely on 
social gatherings for the 
first semester and meets bi-
weekly. During off weeks, 
members are encouraged to 
get together informally for 
conversation hours to speak 
Russian together. Recently, 
they held a movie night and 
screened “Dukhless,” a 2012 
Russian black comedy-drama 
about a wealthy businessman 
in Moscow. 
“For our meetings we try 
to make it where you get to 
know the Russian communi-
ty,” Vlassova said. “At one of 
our meetings we had Russian 
riddles and divided people 
up into teams, and the win-
ner got to choose a movie 
for movie night. You get to 
know people better when 
you divide up into teams and 
get competitive.” 
Mere months before he was 
born, computer science fresh-
man Michail Shaposhnikov 
said his parents moved to the 
United States from St. Peters-
burg. Growing up, he would 
speak Russian at home with 
his family after coming home 
from school every day. Now, 
Shaposhnikov practices his 
Russian with the RSA during 
their conversation hours. 
“It’s just really nice to get 
to practice my language again 
and talk about all the things 
that are going on in Russia 
and about Russian culture,” 
Shaposhnikov said. “It was 
just really nice to talk with 
